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The origin of pottery in East Asia

WANG XIAOQIN

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, in Beijing, China

Abstract: The paper focuses on the earliest pottery which appeared around 10,000 BP in China,
the Japanese Islands and the Korea Peninsular. It regards the origin of pottery as an innovation
of the Human Beings to adapt to the dramatic climate fluctuation during the transition from the
Pleistocene to the Holocene. The earliest pottery in the Southern and Northern China might have
independent origin process. Although there are some similarities between the earliest pottery
from the Northern China and the Japanese Islands, limited by current data, the implication of the

similarities is still unclear.
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