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Fossil conservation project from collapsed rock masses
at the Utatsu Tatezaki ichthyopterigian site: Interim report
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Abstract: The first fossils of the early ichthyopterygian Utatsusaurus hataii were discovered in
1970 from the Lower Triassic (Olenekian) Osawa Formation along the western coast of Tatezaki, a
cape that extends into the Pacific Ocean at the mouth of Isatomae Bay in Utatsu, Minamisanriku
Town, Miyagi Prefecture, Japan. This site, known as the Utatsu Tatezaki Ichthyopterigian Fossil
Locality, was designated a National Natural Landmark in 1975. During the summer of 2024, a joint
conservation project to recover fossil specimens from landslide sites within this natural monument
commenced between the Minamisanriku Town Board of Education and the Tohoku University
Museum with the permission of the Miyagi Prefectural Board of Education. Since then, a large
number of fossils from the Osawa Formation have been collected from fallen blocks of mudstone
within the landslide masses, including ammonoids, orthoconic nautiloids, brachiopods, bivalves,
thylacocephalans, and vertebrates. Among these, ammonoids are the most abundant, followed by
brachiopods.
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i 2 EETHS. TNoDRERIE, Ankitokazocaris bandoi
Ehiro and Kato (1 1&1%&), Ankitokazocaris sp. (1 {4 :
8-1), Paraostenia sp. (1184%), Concavicaris sp. (1 1@ :
®8-2), FEICHASHEEDES (284 ©83,
8-4), BLUFBARBORS (618 Ths.

Concavicaris sp. & LTz f@fR| i BEDOEIHARITTNS

. BEDADDIRELNEECE S FROBEF 47

mm, *EE*M%E*Li%th (%E% rostrum) D %cin
D5 80mm IBE BN AT TH 5. Z DEUAIFYIIRZERLE
KELCBHALWEHEZE D, WPRERLZE SZHZHEDORIR
& KE T Concavicaris bradleyi Meek (1872) [Tl
B, B 2ED C bradleyi K I EFUVTWVESRTCEGES.
Concavicaris BIEEICT R VR, ARZKDSRENH BB
THBHH (Meek, 1872 ; Chlupég, 1963 % &), FUuEDEIF
BHIRDAREBTEHNS, NUDIETHSHH, Concavicaris
parva Ehiro et al. B8R & T L. T LN % (Ehiro et al, 2019).
Ankitokazocaris sp. & LT @& (K18-1) (&, AIEmOEHA
|CBEEERIE (lateral ridge) &€ D. FREITHEABDIDF
EJ B 2M{EK (K83, 84) I, BEOETIE 12~ 15mm
BE T, $%5< Microcarididae BHIZEF %. Paraostenia
BOM@EEIE BB XA S HRE X Nz Paraostenia
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sp. (Ehiro et al, 2015, fig. 10) (CEEBILTWLS. D 6 {BfF
ITDOWTIEREOREISEHSH T, BRORIH2~4
MBETHAHZ D5, HZ5< Concavicarididae FHIE
TBHEEZISNS.

Ehiro etal, (2019) IFBEIBAMMX A 5 KB D EEE
Ostenocaris? sp. ZRE L TWBHH, TOBEFT A b Tz-1
ISR, T2 KM T™MITHY, BRBELADRMEREFRZ
$O))§i%’€cl: DEDLUMIICMET 5. T3 BEILZESICT

ICHD. RETHTRONTCEBRIIRFLNHFTYRC

L\c_ EDS, E5BBBHADPRETHSN, KREBHH
BLEBETI, PEELABCADRMERFERABEKX
DTRRITE, 8B - BiEOEEEHNEE L TV T &R
Shélxofz. (BEmESE)

5) ERLE

RREBTIEHBABEDLAIIBO THTHY, ThET
ICREHINARRIE, FROBRAR—VEREEAMERIA
DEBEBCERBINIERA RNy XABDOE 1 XDHTHS (M
BEIEH, 1995). LHL, ZDOEERANMREITN TV EE=
FERTFUED A EBEEIL, 2011 FEOEAM A AT EMMEIC L

BB THALL, ZOBIERIIIDNzEEZSNTWVS.
2020 &, MEARKFDOAFRRE (HE) HIUREBILH (B8
IU—J 8 iiﬂl: Ehiro et aI 201 9) OFREBHS, FEERKH X
ﬂ*&ﬁﬁiﬁﬁmﬁim) ﬁftE’a’:%ﬁt IHB L CoEk
E=AFokmzs b, TEJJHF'] CHEfMEEN, BERAIC 25D
BIRZEEEAH D, DR D EEBROFEILX, =ERLDORE
mHLSIFREINTULEWT EH 5, Zb%b Cilcr -l
EEZSNTWVWAD, BzRh (77U —FiFh, 2025) T
H5.

CNE TEHEIBOEBERALIMIFREM (BEF A X .
Ehiro et al, 2019) A SIFFERIBOLAIXEEFREN TV
D ofeh, 2024 EDOAEFICERAFOAERE (HEF)
DA~ Tz-1 TR Py AR OE 1 AZ2HEE Lz, 5t

1. Bronzoria recta Ishizaki and Shiino, 1a. 57%, 1b. [§7%

» 2. Lingula sp.

RKET THBH, OERIEMEZH (1995) HRE LT
BARLISELGABTCHDEEZSND. LIEHA>T, KR
BITEDE< s 3 BOUMBARENFET ST 0N5.
NIVLRERDOKREMFEIE, HERESEEEREINTVS
n, MEBRBANOZETASHTIEELDT (Friedman
and Sallan, 2012), KRBD K > 5a1Ei= S DECERILESD
TEETHY, BBOEEERASLIMICHIT 2RRDHA
BEHEFENDE. (TU—FT2, XIv3Y)

6) lEE AL - ﬁn?&:t
KREH S %ﬂéﬂ’]&%@%ﬁ@7w TThB "I
FZRU LB (Palaeomsaformes) ICBT B/ Bl &fEsa
P, KELDHBEIEZEELE TH S Birgeria sp., %U)%ODE&’M*'J
D% EH DOBADEHMREIN TV S (FRBIEH, 2017).
ELIC"INLAZRT LB " IEDW0TIE, éfﬂ%ﬁ‘ﬁ@%@ )
THERRTZHEVEDD, EHMOEMHOSSHREREEINT
B, DE—EIEAIBODEREBERNTEETOTEHLT
W5, ITNSOEBEELAIE, AF20T7 )7 rvad
OvE7, KEBZE, /I —0RAEYYRNILS VERE
EDOTH=BREHET B08BEEZEH (Neumann, 2015;
Brayard et al,, 2017; Roberts et al, 2025), BiEA=&fDEER
b LR BHICH T HHBEMDEMZRBESHINCT S ETE
BThHS.
EBIBEDRBICAEMDSIE, TNETEEREBEILADR
Hlxmbpoeh, SEDOREICKY YA T3 H540%E
< LE5ROBERBLENER SN, ARIE, HRIRD
&*325&53:0%3 BTH5 (K9). wRKROBIFVINE
ARETEFIEARERED, 551 a0XEIEITF AILIER
E2L, BEHPLIUREELSBIEMBEBON TS (K
9. FEARER/N— LAV Z—/ = MInbN, X
E/)\— b OB DOEEFIC z@ﬂlﬁ@%ﬁéﬁtﬁbh%%
—EABRELTWVWS (K9.1). REHBOXRE CIEREE
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8 HA b Tz-3 EOEIESE.
1cm.

BENZFFTICETL, —BTER-DETS. 2DKS
ERBISEERD S PERITNFTTERLEE /LA ZX
T LB " DREBOED [H/ A8 OFEE—KT 5.
65 1 ADIRRDBICE L TIEFREZMLRFRICZ LV,
AIRDIEAR S HET 5 E < MEBELGEEN S, RCSAED
SEEMNIL BT A B SHRIENS.

ZDIFEHD 3 EDEIZERICDOVNTIE, WINEHREmDI;
HABEHLTWAZSD, REDI ST AVIHRPEMICDONT
RS TELRL. 5B 1 Al EFEIHAREVFTOEIEE
wL, AROSIE TRT ] ROEENMEVS (K9.2). [F
BROFFH A R SIS ERNTEEREICLCESNS. &
%2 RIEFAREDEONEIEOHL SZWLH, 525 1 RUCH
WX, BDBEER T 2 LD—EBICESHDERN S5 S
HRDBEN R TES (K93). TOKSEHHMERD
ﬁ?’é/gﬂﬁﬁ) F—RERICIE, BERBEOIEILALDEZS
GEFHE (Teleostei, BIFA=EK~) DR TEHEFITREN
AkEE LB (Acanthopterygii, BEEfZ~) IEF#NEE D

(_
m(—
\J

%ifi*)lmﬂ
=
M*

1. Ankitokazocaris sp.; 2. Concavicaris sp.; 3, 4. Microcarididae B DZEEE. 7 — Uik

EENTWS. 2L, TOIREBRE LB OEE I
BEEDBMHNR—ZY FOLEB=8RHLoHREINTHY
(Antczak and Bodzioch, 2018), #iff=&CICHRIKDE =
BolcENEB LT\ ENTEENS. 2L, &K
BADKREEE L LSRR TIERATH S0, 51&,
RA00CT AF v ViEExBVIRRIED DIRBE DT 7Z
TORNELDS.
HERE-BEABEUANADEHS:WE L TIE, A
BLAEMONREIND E DT E A >EABRE
(Ichthyosauromorpha) DILALSEIDOHFE CTHIICHERE
Nfe. 94~ T3 h 51BN 1 ADERIE, BHEEDE
BIDBRBRTHHEESTHY, TB/NN—-HT 22—
IN— ~ DRFEMLS K UTEEAEI Lﬁﬁ*ﬂtEﬂ%%%ﬁ%Ahﬂ'
2 THBEORERETTES (0101, 102). £F

e S AR, FEERE So5lict0BERICHRUSER
BROEESHHER CES, HRESHEAICRECT L

H5, Utatsusaurus & L < FZFNUTEBLL B EFEDRER
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©9 Y kT3 EORBRELE. 1. BEREOESTOES LUH, AREOARSEHEETE HTE/ \— b (B)

BrOAVYZ—I—F (B). FE/\— bOXIBEICITREROFIET 5EMHMADNKREDNHRTES; 2.
NTROZEREHDEEREAOEH (WRME) ;3. #RICT S 7EREZ H D EEREDE (WXRME).

MEmoRELFESNS (0103). MEAE, T4 X0
mH B & Utatsusaurus DHER D—ERE HTHFEHEL.
SEIOREICBVTIE, UEFEFIENITE, Nakajima
et al. (2014) HAICEEBIFTBLUNDARBH SHRE LTZEDEE
BROBHEMOEDLA (K111, 112, 113) P, B
EMO—ELTH BT EDEONBERENRE THBHLA,

INFETHREENTWEVDIEE - BAICBT 2H8EHED
batha, TLTEMEABELNZHRESINTVS. 5
®lE, HAREB CEHE L TRNORFZLITDE LB,
& SITRED BIF b ADEHZ #if L TR Z 170,
e, X470 A+ v 2 PBEME N COBBFENINRG
EDFEEBATZHILET, TONEENRELEE ZH



M teglidtaic

b2 HIESOEEMREINTWVWBE AT Z—/\— ;3. FEEALEDETN (A, KEEDHKILEHRT
RY) BROTRYYTIVA (Utatsusaurus hataii) DEFSE (). RERITHIST HEMIZ S EICO
TRY.

YA b T3 EOEA. 1. SEIOFETESN
EELBD D> ERADEAR. WETEICIZRIBEL
MR EHONDEDHRET B ; 2. FBFERIR
DELA; 3. SEOFETHLOSNELADD S
BR/\DIEA.

X 11

SHicl, DLW TIRITH=ECDEERROEETHAEZR

\LIL. (RERH)

6. BbhYWIT

FRIREROREILIFERT Leh, BERERITE Lt
LTW%. 2T, BBRDELDIT, 2026 F 8 BRE COH
BRERZHEFEL, 10821 B TTYHARINE (RAER
MICREIBEDRBLAEMKRURECADRREE DR
HERICDWT (8H1)) DT, 2026 FHICHBET AT &5
TWa. CORBMEIF 2025 F 10 BETORE - REF
BT DRDIBADREHER CH 5.

BRETNTIIBEREL, RIEAFREEMBEMETRED
EOREEDR, LRROKRICERFEFINFOMREICLOT
FLWREIANMTONTWNS. O8I DWW TIE T TIcH
BREDGEENTVED, ZUIARREICHS.

=[BT ClE, 2025F 7B 19BN S5 108 19BET,
F=[EH] - =R HBEERE R - RILKFREFMIBME
HED, TO2YF 3 1 VCAERALCIMEREE 50 BE -
= PEETREE 20 ARSI ERE M=EoREtas
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KHDEWNIIE ] DBEINES, CTOLEERIFTCHE
BTORA"RE" 7OV 17 MIOWTORBIREETTD
fe. Ete, RESNTVE/ AR - BEEBESOIZER
D—EBIEFREER TRMEAD—EE L CERETNATY
% CGKIGIED, 2025).

BFAEERBKETE moEEHEERES L RILRERE
FMBWELSRA LT, E=ERFER S taRRE
DILFE) Za—7 )V =R L. SEORETS CRES
NE7>E/ AR - BREMBELAED—EE T DEROF
ITHHPFAENTHY, ZOMDODEEICDOWVTE, &ETk
RORTITEEBZV, BEXBTROBHETERISHFET
5.

MEARETEIL, SHEHEERESS JUFEZEAH
BEZERDNARKREICDOVNTDRNCIEBIRED FCERE
TNTW5B. Tz, EonfdbaiERBIEFITRLES
< OIFEHE - BREEAES LUEHICBMINEHRDO S
BHOFMThD. CTISREVHEERT D ELEEIC, 5§
BEETHIIEBBNT EIRETHS.
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